
 

                                      WSST May Impact 

Happy May Everyone! This is the latest issue of the WSST IMPACT where you get a 
wealth of information and resources for the science teacher. Be sure to check out our 
website regularly (www.wsst.org) or follow us on Facebook. 

What’s New at WSST? 

We've had an election and there are some new faces on the board.  

They are District 1 Director Jason Brazzale, 
District 5 Director Karen Mesmer and District 7 Director Laura Cerletty.

Here are some notes of introduction from these people:



Introducing Jason Brazzale, District 1
Greetings everyone,
My name is Jason Brazzale I am excited to be WSST’s interim District 1 
Director. It is a curse and a blessing to follow the footsteps of a person like 
Steve Gustafson; he was a great district director that leaves big shoes to 
fill…but I also know how to get a hold of him if any questions arise!
Currently, my teaching assignment includes 10th grade general biology, 
environmental science, biotechnology and human anatomy and physiology 
here at Prescott HS.
WSST has rewarded me with curricular ideas, collegial relationships and 
most importantly, a passion for science education that is never higher than 
after a spring conference. Since 2009, I have been on the awards and 
recognition committee, splitting co-chairing duties with Betsy Barnard and 
Brad Wysocki since 2010. Finally, in 2015 I took full reigns as chairperson. It 
is my hope I can serve WSST as interim director in order to give back to an 
organization that has meant so much to my professional growth.

Introducing Karen Mesmer, District 5
After serving on almost every WSST committee over the last 25 years, I'm excited to be a 
member of the Board of WSST. 
I am retiring from teaching after 33 years of classroom experience in both northwest 
Alaska and Baraboo. 
The last two years I have also been a science coach, working with implementing the Next 
Generation Science Standards in grades K-12. 
I'll still continue in science education as a consultant, as a National Science Teachers 
Association NGSS curator who evaluates resources, 
reviewing articles for "Science Scope", presenting at conventions 
and whatever else I can find to continue to promote, support and improve science 
education.  I'll also hopefully have some extra time to kayak, travel, garden, hike, read 
and spend time with my five grandkids. Life is good!

Introducing Laura Cerletty, District 7
I’ve been a science teacher for 29 years, and currently teach anatomy and physiology, 
oversee the school forest, and serve as the K-12 science coordinator for the Whitnall 
School District.  I’m proud of the work our staff has done in implementing the NGSS and 
I look forward to serving Region 7.



As the newly elected members take their places, the retiring members are moving on.  

Here are some messages of farewell from those people:

District 1 Steve Gustafson
Since my retirement, I've found it interesting to see how it looks from the "other side," as 
a substitute teacher. It is real easy to get "out of the loop," which is one reason why I'm 
not staying on the board.  Fortunately, based on what he's done on the awards and 
recognition committee, Jason Brazzale will be a great board member. 
I intend to continue being involved with WSST and the spring convention and promoting 
science education in Wisconsin!

District 5 Scott Stankowski
I appreciate the opportunity to have been able to serve as the district 5 director for the 
past three years.  It has provided me a great opportunity to work with some wonderful 
people throughout the organization.  As my two children grow and become involved in 
school and extra-curriculars, I plan on taking a 'back seat' to devote my time into being a 
great father.  I hope to see many of you that have impacted my career
 as a member of WSST over the next few years.

District 7 Karyl Rosenberg
It is hard to believe that I have spent 3 terms representing District 7 on the WSST board. 
It has been an amazing experience getting to know so many of you both within the 
district as well as around the state and observe all the wonderful things people are doing 
to promote great science education in Wisconsin.  As I continue my retirement from the 
regular classroom and the board, I will still be a part of WSST in a variety of ways, 
including the 2016 Conference Committee for La Crosse. You can expect to see me in 
various other roles promoting science for all around Wisconsin and maybe beyond.



Have you Seen? 

WSST Baseball Bash with the Rattlers
Timber Rattlers vs. Clinton
When:  Sunday, July 26sth 
First pitch: 1:05  p.m.  Tailgating information will be sent out later
Look for the WSST flag or call Ray at 414-460-0746  
Cost:  $25.00  
Cost includes:
• Bar Stool  Seating with counter-top space  along the 1st baseline 
• All-You-Can-Eat Buffet  including hamburgers, brats, hot dogs, pasta salad, baked 
beans, potato chips, dessert, & snacks.  Buffet starts at game time and runs thru the 7th 
inning with snacks available throughout the game
• Two beverages  per person (beer, soda, or water)

Registration deadline:  We have 30 tickets—get them while supplies last!!!!
Please complete the information below.  Detach and send to:

WSST-Brewer Game
c/o Ray Scolavino
135 N. Elias St.
Wales, WI 53183

For more information contact rscali3@yahoo.com or call 414-460-0746



WSST Member Name (s)

Address

City/State/Zip Code

Email (please print clearly)

Number of Adults __________ Number of Children ___________

Total  # of Tickets requested ___________ Amount Enclosed _____________

Please make check payable to WSST

Learning Opportunities 

Come to UW-Madison for three days this summer to learn how to teach Biotech In 
Action: From Proteins to Climate Change.  
It is a comprehensive high school biology curriculum that teaches the central dogma of 
molecular biology 
through a series of hands-on activities and lectures. 

The dates are Tuesday 21 July - Thursday 23 July 2015.  Lunch on those days is included. 
CEUs available.
  To register, ask questions, and take a peek at the lab book, contact Cheryl Redman, 
redman@biotech.wisc.edu.

School Forest focused Summer Courses….Scholarships are available to help offset 
the cost of graduate credit. 
An option to audit each course is also available.



NRES 622 School Forest Programs and Administration
Learn how to increase your ability to effectively use your school forests for 
environmental education and sustainable resource management.  
This hybrid course provides information, resources, processes, and guidelines to 
effectively develop school forests. The online component provides background 
information on school forests and guides participants through important considerations 
for school forest programs. The information collected during the online component will 
be used to develop the school forest education plan during the one day face-to-face 
meeting in July.
Registration information at: http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/leaf/Documents/Information
%20Flier%20and%20Registration%20Form.pdf
Time: June 15 – July 19, including one face to face meeting (TBD either July 7, 8, or 9); 
Location: Online work with one meeting in central WI; Cost with Scholarship: $100
* This course fits perfectly with those educators writing school forest education plans! 
NRES 624 Enhancing School Forest Education
Are you looking to expand educational opportunities for your students at the school 
forest? 
This course will help you utilize your school forest as an outdoor classroom. You will 
become familiar with the forest, look closely at educational resources, and infuse your 
curriculum with lessons that can be taught at the school forest. We will focus on the 
school forest ecosystem, invasive species, curriculum connections, environmental 
education resources and lessons, and community resources. The participant will create a 
school forest field trip for their class as a culminating project. The face to face meeting 
consists of a school forest tour and further content discussion.
Registration information at: http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-
ap/leaf/Documents/624summer2015.pdf
Time:  June 15 – July 19 including one face to face meeting (TBD in June);
Location: Online work with one meeting in Central WI; Cost with Scholarship: $100      

  Other Professional Development you may find interesting…
      "PLT-PLUS" Workshop Retreat: PLT, Land Use and Stewardship
•        June 22-23 at Northland College in Ashland
•        8:30 am Monday to 3:30 pm Tuesday
•        This workshop retreat is supported by a WEEB grant.
PLT PLUS is targeted for formal and non-formal educators who are looking for effective, 
multidisciplinary activities that can be presented to a variety of students in a fun, hands-
on way.  During this workshop, participants will be trained in PLT’s K-8 and Secondary 
curricula, as well as experience an afternoon paddling on Lake Superior, an evening 
cultural session around the campfire, time spend practicing PLT activities with middle 
school youth who are on campus for summer camp, and ample opportunities for 
discussion and reflection with fellow educators.  Participants will receive three PLT 
guides.  The full cost for the retreat is $145, which includes meals, recreation, and two 
nights lodging.  You can also opt for only one night lodging, or stay off-site for a reduced 
price.   For more information or to register, visit http://www.northland.edu/summer-
adult.htm#plus.   The registration deadline is June 6th.



Did You Know? 
You can see pictures of and learn more about "ugly" but valuable endangered species at 
the PBS News Hour Website:  pbs.org/newshour

Favorite Websites 
These sites come courtesy of Kevin Anderson, Science Supervisor at DPI
1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nmwyq - journey of a painkiller through 
our bodies
2. http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/apr/22/bees-may-become-
addicted-to-nicotine-like-pesticides-study-finds - bees addicted to nicotine pesticides?
3. http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/hubble-top-moments-25th-annivesary/ 
- the agony and the ecstasy of Hubble – 25 years!
4. http://www.popsci.com/award-winning-team-cleans-water-supplies-power-sun - 
MIT team and desalinization (likely to become much more common!)

This issue of Impact is brought to you by Karyl Rosenberg, outgoing District 7 Director. 
Karyl was a science teacher for over 30 years in the Milwaukee area,
teaching middle school general science and high school earth and physical sciences.  She 
is currently water quality co chair for her lake association at Tom Doyle Lake near Lake 
Tomahawk and Rhinelander and is working with the UW-Madison Atmospheric Sciences 
Department on outreach to K-12 Science Education.


